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Attendance:  Anita Anderson, Joseph Solimene, Randi Petersen, Goldie Adele, Dorothy Logan, Jennifer Cecarelli,
Amanda Gabriele, Eleni Diakogeorgiou, Ronald Bathrick, Melinda McKenna, Assistant Superintendent, and Patrick Stirk,
Superintendent of Schools

Mrs. Anderson opened the meeting at 6 p.m.

1. Discussion regarding the NHPS Mascot Information Item
a. Presenter:  Dr. Robin Masheb Tabled
b. Distribution of literature, articles and other materials

Mrs. Anderson opened with the following statement:

“Before we begin I would like to address the public listening as well as our board of education members.
Our board of education is made up of North Haven residents who volunteer their time for the betterment of
our community and schools.

The board of education makes decisions regarding the school district and does not make any
town-related decisions.  As the issue of the mascot has arisen it is our duty as a board to make sure we are
listening to everyone’s opinions and accounting for everyone's feelings, backgrounds, and perception of
all issues. We strive to remain bipartisan, and free of bias on all issues including this one, as well as remain
free of politically driven decisions and alternate agendas and find a common ground that we can all walk
in together that serves all of our students as one unit.

We have been approached by many individuals who have thoughtfully given time and effort to present to
us information related to the mascot. We have heard from numerous people regarding the [deletion] of



the Indian mascot due to its offensive nature, the lack of acknowledgment of the suffering these people
endured, the misrepresentation of the Native American people, as well as the mental health concerns that
many students may be suffering due to the mascot. We have also heard from numerous stakeholders
regarding keeping the mascot because it was meant to be an honor for the indigenous people of the land
of North Haven, a way to honor those who were native to the land and the true pioneers of North Haven.

We hope that by hosting this workshop the board of education can come to a consensus on how to best
approach the issue regarding the mascot. We need to ensure we are keeping an open mind and taking all
sides into account in order to make a plan moving forward.”

Mrs. Anderson then turned it over to Mr. Stirk and he stated:

“As we begin the Special Meeting of the Board of Education, I wanted to thank the Board for allowing me
to speak tonight.  I recognize that the discussion around the North Haven Public School mascot has existed
far before my tenure as Superintendent of Schools, but I would like to take this opportunity to provide my
perspective around this topic.

As Superintendent, my role is to be an agent of the Board of Education and to enact the Board’s mission,
vision and policies as well as to advocate for the students of North Haven Public Schools.  In turn, the Board
of Education is elected by North Haven citizens to create and maintain a school district that develops
responsible, educated and productive global citizens who can thrive in an ever-changing digital world.

As a public school district, we strive, everyday, to be an inclusive community of children, parents, and staff
members.  A school district’s mascot is intended to unite a town and be a representation of an inclusive
community.  A mascot should instill a sense of pride for all past, future and current students.
I know that the citizens are divided around the Indian moniker.  It instills a sense of pride for many North
Haven citizens; however, there are many others who believe that the current NHPS mascot is detrimental
and divisive.  Most importantly, our current students are also divided on this issue.

My charge as Superintendent is to ensure that all students feel welcomed and included in this school
district.  Due to the mascot, there are current students who do not feel comfortable in their school
environment and so I applaud the Board of Education for diving deep into this topic to ensure that all our
students feel recognized and an important part of the North Haven school system.

In closing, I have a strong belief that all adults, parents and teachers included, are only guests in this school
district.  The district belongs to North Haven Students...they let us rent space here in order to help guide
them on their journey.  All have the right to feel included in their school district and, we as adults, have the
duty to provide this security to them.

Thank you North Haven Board of Education Members for your continued commitment to our students.”

Mrs. Anderson opened up the floor for dialog from the entire Board, who discussed what the moniker/name
means to the Native American community and why it is important to retire it versus what it means to the
people in town and was never meant to disrespect others. Mrs. Anderson stated that the district has been
phasing out the moniker on sports uniforms and would like the Board to officially vote to retire the moniker.
Mrs. Anderson also stated that the Board of Education has no control whatsoever over any parent groups
or groups outside of the NHPS from continuing to use the moniker.

There was further discussion regarding educating our students about the Native American History in North



Haven and adding courses to the curriculum.  The Board all agreed that curriculum needed to be added
to educate the students in NHPS

Mrs. Anderson stated that she felt the Board had great discussion this evening, and would like the following
to happen:

● The Board Meet again in another workshop setting, possibly after the Regular Board of Education
Meeting on May 13th.

● A vote to retire the symbol/moniker/imagery at the Regular BOE Meeting on May 13, 2021

● Work with a curriculum committee to include Native American Studies in the curriculum in the
NHPS

2. Adjournment

Motion:  to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 p.m.

MOVED:           Ronald Bathrick
SECOND:         Eleni Diakogeorgiou
AYE:                 9
NAY:                0
ABSTAINED:     0

Respectfully submitted,

Anita Anderson
Anita Anderson
Chairperson


